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​This set of Frequently Asked Questions is all about our full-tier…​
​live program that runs from September to June. The materials in the​​Utility Voice​​and The​

​Accents and Dialects Programs​​are a part of the​​Character Acting Program​​(aka​
​CAP), but the CAP also includes live monthly live sessions with Eliza, springboard​
​correction, live webinar sessions with amazing voice industry people, and additional​
​training that goes on through the year with guest teachers.​

​ABOUT THE CHARACTER ACTING PROGRAM​

​WHY ARE WE DOING THIS?​
​The Character Acting Academy was created by actors for actors to build their careers in Voice Acting​

​for Animation and Video Games, and bridge the gap between the skills taught in theater school and​
​the skills and acumen a voice actor actually needs to survive in and navigate the professional​
​world.​

​HOW LONG HAVE WE BEEN IN BUSINESS?​
​Founded by EJS in 1992 as Eliza Doolittle Dialects, providing expert dialect coaching and accent​

​training for actors in Hollywood on-camera, the Character Acting Academy evolved over 3 decades​
​into a 3-year professional conservatory specifically for voice actors who wish to expand their​
​careers in Animation and Video Game Voice Acting.​

​DO WE MEET ONLY ONLINE OR IN PERSON?​
​The Character Acting Academy has been an online school since 2015. We did not move online during​

​the pandemic. We were already there. We love that your home studio is your classroom, because​
​we voice actors do most of our work in our home studios. The CAA believes the best place for you​
​to train is where you will end up performing your VO jobs. Selective state muscle memory and all…​

​IS IT LIVE? WILL IT WORK WITH MY SCHEDULE?​
​With a hybrid of live classes and directed self-study modules, we understand the unique​

​time-constraints an actor faces. We all know auditions come up on short notice, and bookings take​
​precedence over classes.​

​One Saturday morning per month (Pacific Time) you will be invited to a live hotseat with EJ. Once a​
​month based on the schedule of our professional VO Industry Webinar guest (usually Thursdays at​
​5:30pm Pacific) you will be invited to a live networking event or Q & A. These LIVE classes are​
​recorded and made available in your school portal for at least a week.​

​You will be assigned to a live weekly workout cohort based on your schedule and skill level. Your cohort​
​will decide whether to record the weekly classes. Most cohorts choose not to record to preserve the​
​intimacy, integrity, and nurturing environment of these magical small supportive weekly groups that​
​have been known to give birth to podcasts, web series’, DnD groups, and more!​
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​All self-study Modules are available on-demand, for you to study at your own pace and review as​
​needed​​(like, when you have an audition tomorrow for​​a Russian character, Module 5 is a click​
​away…).​

​HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?​
​The tuition for your year of training is $7.5K for the Character Acting Program (CAP) and an additional​

​5K for the Inner Circle. If you were given a link to get into the CAP this year for $5k (or $4750), that​
​was an early admission discount and probably will not be offered again. Congrats on taking action​
​and grabbing that opportunity!​

​WHAT EXACTLY IS MY LIVE TIME COMMITMENT?​
​You are not required to show up for all these live sessions. They are there for you if and when you need​

​them.​
​GUARANTEED LIVE TIME:​
​●​ ​In the CAP, you have access to 2 hours per week live mic time with your small cohort​
​●​ ​2 hours per month live group coaching at the Hotseat with EJ​
​●​ ​1-2 hours per month live for Industry Webinars, Q & As, or Networking Events​

​POSSIBLE ADDITIONAL LIVE OPPORTUNITES​
​Orientation, Inner Circle Office hours, BONUS live vocal warmups, and Private Strategy Sessions are​

​booked as-needed and when the professional experts’ availability permits. You will be notified in​
​advance of these opportunities.​

​WHY DO WE FOCUS SO MUCH ON ACCENTS AND DIALECTS?​
​Isn’t that not even a thing anymore?​

​The ADMC, or​​Accents and Dialects Master Class​​is​​the name of the unique part of the Character​
​Acting Program that focuses on Ear-Training, Character Voice Study, and Observation - all central​
​tenets to building your character repertoire.​

​The goal is to figure out what makes your voice unique, and to empower the actor to identify and/or​
​eradicate any unconscious idiosyncratic vocal elements that make people say, “Oh I can still hear​
​your voice in that character.” Or “They still sound like you.” Identifying your “idiolect,” i.e. your​
​unique way of speaking (essentially what other people hear whenever they hear your voice) using​
​Schneider’s proprietary and effective Springboard Looping Method, will give you a strong sense of​
​your “point A” so that you can completely lose yourself in any given character voice or your “point​
​B.”​

​Training your ear and developing this arsenal of accurate and authentic reality-based International​
​character voices gives you confidence to book more roles, provides the comedy that only real-life​
​character studies can offer, and gives you a library from which you can draw in order to solve​
​casting directors problems and become their secret weapon. Schneider’s Ear-Training Looping​
​Method gives CAP graduates an unparalleled skillset and leg up in the industry that no other school​
​offers. Now, with that in mind, we understand that ear-training, mastering the dialects of your​
​ancestry, and creating completely new original consistent character voices takes time. It’s akin to​
​training for a marathon or learning to play a new musical instrument.  So we start slowly,​
​meticulously, and put a whole year of practice into mastering this process in order to build your​
​confidence and continue to provide brilliant character acting MVPs to the Animation and Interactive​
​industries.​
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​WHAT DO I GET?​
​●​ ​10 months of live weekly Peer Workouts (excluding holidays) with scripts from major studios​
​●​ ​10 Live monthly Hotseats with Eliza Jane​
​●​ ​10 Live monthly Industry Webinars​
​●​ ​8 On-Demand Dialect Modules (American Southern, British Regional, Australian, New Zealand,​

​South African, New York, Russian, German, Francophone, Irish)​
​●​ ​Schneider’s 3-Prong Method to Learn or Lose any Accent​
​●​ ​6 On - Demand Modules on The Business of Voice Acting​

​○​ ​Branding & Marketing with Carrie Olsen​
​○​ ​Debunking the Mythology of the Home Studio with Dan Lenard​
​○​ ​Demos with Marc Graue​
​○​ ​What Newbies Need to Know with Randy Thomas​
​○​ ​Getting Out of Your Own Way/Crafting a Career with David H. Lawrence XVII​
​○​ ​Beyond Money with Jennifer Hale​

​●​ ​30 On - Demand Industry Webinars with top VO Pros and directors in Animation, Video Games​
​(Interactive), and Audiobooks​
​○​ ​The Duck Speaks: An Evening with Daniel Ross​
​○​ ​The Other Side: Voice Acting from a Narrative Perspective with Diandra Anne Lasrado,​

​Kyungseo Min and Robert Lo, Writers of the AAA Games​
​○​ ​The Purpose of Direction with Jamie Thomason (Interview)​
​○​ ​Dubbing with Casting Director Ezra Weisz​
​○​ ​Breaking Into Triple A Games: Insight Into How Casting Works with CD Tom Celia​
​○​ ​Crossing Over Into On-Camera: Diversifying for Longevity in Your Career with Sean Whalen​
​○​ ​An Evening with Joe Zieja​
​○​ ​It's Not About You: How to Sell the Situation and Make Directors Fall in Love – Interactive​

​Actor/CD/Director/SAG rep Sara Elmaleh​
​○​ ​Pat Fraley & Scott Brick Audiobook Workshop: The Tale That Wags The Dog​
​○​ ​Casting & Animation Director Mary Elizabeth Mcglynn: Both Sides Of The Glass​
​○​ ​Blizzard Senior Casting/Director Andrea Toyias: Voice Queen Of The Underworld​
​○​ ​Debra Wilson: The Door Is Always Open​
​○​ ​Fred Tatasciore: The Creature Speaks​
​○​ ​Debi Derryberry: Kid Voices​
​○​ ​Bob Bergen: Fireside Chat​
​○​ ​An Evening with Wes Gleeson​
​○​ ​Eric Bauza: Voicematching Iconic Characters​
​○​ ​Crispin Freeman (Overwatch, Naruto) And Xanthe Huynh (Persona 5, Demon Slayer): Voice​

​Acting For Anime​
​○​ ​Jim Meskimen: Vocal Shapeshifting​
​○​ ​Phil Lamarr: The Webin-Arr!​
​○​ ​Ned Lott & Sean Astin: Your Authentic Voice…over​
​○​ ​Steve Blum's Dialect Secrets!​
​○​ ​Ari Eldjarn: Be Your Own Muse! With Student Showcase​
​○​ ​America Young: Motion Capture​
​○​ ​Richard Horvitz: 5 Steps To Play More Fully​
​○​ ​An Evening With Casting/Director/Actor JP Karliak​
​○​ ​Dave Fennoy: Q&A And Interactive Acting Workshop​
​○​ ​JB Blanc - Accents and Dialects for Interactive & all Genres​

​●​ ​Auditing Access to the live acting classes in the Inner Circle with Eliza Jane, master voice teacher​
​Yvonne Morley-Chisolm and other master teachers to be announced​

​●​ ​Studio Sound Analysis by Dan Lenard​
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​BONUSES​​:​
​Depending upon your sign-up promotional offers, some of you will have access to:​
​●​ ​1 Dialect Survey Course ( On-Demand Courses include Asian, Nordic, First Nations, and UK,​

​potential new live courses include Latin/x, Middle Eastern, African, or Slavic, depending upon​
​demand and availability)​

​●​ ​Demo Review by Eliza Jane​
​●​ ​Demo Worksheet/checklist​
​●​ ​Networking Spreadsheet with names & contact info of agents, producers, and directors​
​●​ ​Dialect Interactive Cheat Sheets​
​●​ ​Access to the Dialect Database - over 100 unique recordings of native speakers from around the​

​globe​
​●​ ​2 LIVE one-on-one career strategy calls with a professional VO mentor​

​WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CAP AND THE INNER CIRCLE​
​They are identical except that the Inner Circle students also get additional performance opportunities,​

​additional audition help, demo and website review on additional workshops, mic time, and acting​
​classes with Yvonne Morley-Chisolm and Stephane Cornicard, and more one-on-one mentoring​
​time with Eliza Jane. Tuition for the Inner Circle is twice that of the CAP. Admission to CAP is by​
​application and/or Master Teacher recommendation, and admission to the Inner Circle is by audition​
​only. You must be a member of CAP in order to audition for the Inner Circle.​

​IS THE CURRICULUM DIFFERENT FOR RETURNING STUDENTS?​
​Up until now, returning students have simply repeated the curriculum, deepening their skill set in each​

​module and expanding their character repertoire. The 2026-27 CAP marks the first year with​
​completely different 2nd and 3rd year programs. You must re-audition each year. Second year CAP​
​students will perfect their demos and websites and focus on procuring representation. Third year​
​Inner Circle students will be put on the “Directing Styles” track, working in small groups with top​
​directors in animation and games once a month during the academic year.​

​DO I LOSE ACCESS TO MY STUDENT PORTAL AFTER MY YEAR IS​
​OVER?​

​Yes. There are several affordable subscription options following the CAP to maintain access to the​
​portal and the self-guided content in the program.​

​WHAT WILL I LEARN?​
​What you’ll learn:​

​●​ ​Schneider’s 3-Prong Method to Learn or Lose Any Dialect or Accent​
​●​ ​8 of the most marketable and ethnically universal English accents and dialects:​

​○​ ​American Southern​
​○​ ​British Regional​
​○​ ​Australian, South African, New Zealand,​
​○​ ​French/Francophone​
​○​ ​German​
​○​ ​New York​
​○​ ​Russian​
​○​ ​Irish​

​Copyright 2025 - Competitive Edge Voice​



​●​ ​The difference in acting styles using scripts from major projects from different studios in Hollywood,​
​including but not limited to:​
​○​ ​Nickelodeon​
​○​ ​Adult Swim​
​○​ ​Cartoon Network​
​○​ ​Disney Sprout vs. Disney Character Voices, etc.​
​○​ ​Dreamworks​
​○​ ​Pixar​
​○​ ​Various Mo-Cap & AAA Game Companies​

​●​ ​How to manipulate your voice with zero damage for Animation with Yvonne Morley Chisolm​
​●​ ​How to scream without hurting yourself​
​●​ ​The difference between acting for games, various game co acting styles, how to research for a​

​voice-match audition, mo-cap, casting director do’s & don’ts​
​●​ ​The Do’s and Don’ts of Demos​
​●​ ​How to build a VO Website​
​●​ ​When & how to find the right agent​
​●​ ​Audiobooks​

​…And so much more!​

​Copyright 2025 - Competitive Edge Voice​



​Since we’re already FAQing,​​we​​have some questions​​for​​you​​!​
​Ask yourself…​

​What do I want?​

​Is your goal to “do voices for a living?” OR are you a dyed-in-the-wool actor, looking to expand your​
​acting work from home and/or break into cartoon voice acting and interactive acting to supplement​
​your income from theater or on-camera work? We love to serve the latter.​

​Why do I want it?​

​If you wake up in the morning and your sole desire and strongest ambition is to act, if you eat, sleep​
​and breathe acting, if you can’t imagine being happy doing anything else for a living, you are an​
​excellent candidate for the Character Acting Academy.​

​If you’d just as soon be an accountant, this program is not for you.​

​If you want to act in order to be famous, or because you think it would be an easier path than your day​
​job, please think again. Acting is one of the most challenging and competitive careers a person can​
​pursue. It makes almost as much logical sense as choosing to have a baby. You do it because you​
​love it. You will be auditioning constantly, and successful professional actors only book a fraction of​
​the jobs they audition for. We at the Character Acting Academy can help you steel your mindset​
​and develop the thick skin and sensitive interior it takes to manage all the feels associated with this​
​tumultuous path. Are you open to that level of support?​

​There will be a lot of rejection in your life as an actor, no matter how good you are. We do it because we​
​love it. Getting paid is the frosting. If you are resilient, grounded, talented, hard-working,​
​compassionate, empathetic to a fault, disciplined and focussed, this program will put you on track to​
​achieving your dreams.​

​What’s gonna happen if I don’t get it?​

​How will you feel if you don’t pursue this dream? If any part of you says that would be just fine, listen to​
​that part of you. It’s possible you will be a much happier person in the long run if you don’t choose​
​this path. However, if you can’t imagine being happy doing anything other than acting, if you can’t​
​bear another year of not pursuing your career in voice acting, if the voices and characters in your​
​soul speak to you in your dreams and yearn daily to go to work for you, welcome! You are one of​
​us!​

​Am I ready to do what it takes to succeed in this business?​

​You will never get more out of training than you put in. You will have to dedicate time and money to your​
​training before you sign your first SAG/AFTRA contract, and continue to hone your craft in class as​
​your career grows. Those of you already in the union know training is a life-long commitment. The​
​price of tuition for this year-long training program is relatively little compared to all of the expenses​
​you will have as an actor, and is only a fraction of what you would pay at an online university, but it​
​is still a significant investment. Demos, websites, and classes cost money. Business coaches cost​
​money. In order to take full advantage of this program, you must be prepared to invest $417/mo for​
​a year and 10-12 hours per month attending live classes. IF and when you have the time, you may​
​delve as deeply as you wish into our self-study Modules and archives, totalling more than 100​
​hours of additional instruction.​
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